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“We play for Something”

Another Former CGL star

gets “The Ca I I o Former CGL Position Player Connor Robertson was a member
of the 2001 National Championship club. He logged only a few

innings during the 2001 campaign.

Robertson Excited For The Opportunity

The road to the big leagues is never easy, but it can be even harder for a player who is selected in
the 31st round in the draft. For the Oakland A’s newest reliever, however, that journey was a rela-
tively short one. Three years after being selected in the 31st round out of Birmingham-Southern,
Connor Robertson has made the major leagues. We spoke to the A’s rookie one day after his pro-
motion.

A mere three seasons ago, Connor Robertson was setting homerun records as the DH/1B at Bir-
mingham-Southern. Now he is in the major leagues as a member of one of the American League’s
top pitching staffs. Robertson, who transitioned from slugger to reliever during his final year of col-
lege, was promoted to the big leagues from Triple-A Sacramento on Tuesday, replacing Huston
Street on the A’s roster.

Robertson has had a lot of success during his minor league career, compiling a career ERA of 2.43
in 211.2 minor league innings. However, despite that success, Robertson was shocked when he re-
ceived the news that he was headed to the major leagues after Monday night’s River Cats’ game in
Des Moines, Iowa.

"I found out after the game [that I was being called up]. I was getting some food and our manager
Tony DeFrancesco came in and said ‘Hey, we have a first-time big leaguer. Connor, you are headed
to the big leagues.” I was holding a plate of food and I almost dropped it. It was a big shock to me,
but I am glad to have the chance,” Robertson said.

"I had no idea [that I was in-line for a promotion]. I had been pitching pretty good, I think, but I
was really just concentrating on having a good year this year and making a good impression. Some-
times things just happen and they need somebody and hopefully I can come up here and fill-in and
make an impression, get the job done and help the team out.

Although the A’s prefer to introduce their rookie pitchers in low-pressure situations, as Tuesday
night’'s game worked into extra innings, it appeared that Robertson might get the call in extra-
innings. When the game ended, Robertson was the only available pitcher left in the A’s bullpen.

“I was down there thinking that any time could be the time. I got up a little bit and my heart was
definitely pumping and I was just trying to remain calm. Hopefully tonight I'll get in there and I'll be
able to keep everything under control.”




